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purely intuitive ; conscience gives us imperative
orders, assigning no reasons. Now how has this
come about ? It has come about in this way.
Conscience in the individual, at this stage of
man's development, represents not the experi-
ence and wisdom of the individual, but the in-
herited wisdom of the tribe, which has been in-
grained in the individual, not only through
natural selection and the survival of the fittest,
but by the two following processes, of which one
is direct and the other indirect. If a man
offends, the tribe may directly express its dis-
approval by killing the man, or inflicting on him
some material punishment; or else it may punish
him indirectly, by pouring out its anger and
contempt upon his selfishness, until his own
pious self takes part with the tribal judgment,
and endorses the condemnation that is thus
passed upon him. Finally, to these processes
we must add a third, which is a union of the
former two. ' Self-judgment/ says Clifford, 'in
the name of the tribe, becomes associated with
very definite and material judgment by the
tribe itself;' and thus the motive power of
conscience is i strengthened to an enormous
degree/ and its decisions are guided and made